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Update from Hal Spain, Coke County Judge 
COVID-19 
 
COVID-19 cases continue sharp rise in county DSHS (State Health Department) is confirming that the 
number of active COVID cases in Coke County totals 53, as of Oct. 22nd.  The current numbers for the 
county are as follows:  128 total cases; 53 actives; 68 recovered; 3 deceased; and 4 lost to follow-up.  
Breaking down the active numbers even further reveals the following:  Bronte Nursing Home – 25; Robert 
Lee Care Center – 21; Robert Lee – 3; Bronte – 3; and Blackwell – 1. 
The Bronte Nursing Home is reporting three as deceased during the past week.  Bronte School 
Superintendent Tim Siler reports several Pre-K students with active cases and above 100-degree 
temperatures for 48 hours or more.  So much for the thoughts that some of us had, including me, that 
this virus did not affect young people. 
All of us need to be more proactive in our approach to this imminent threat to our communities.  Bottom 
line is, when you are inside at social gatherings, do us all a favor and wear a mask.  If you do not care 
about your own personal safety, think of your loved ones, both young and old. 
Speaking of social gatherings, I think it might be wise to reconsider many of the planned gatherings we 
have slated for this fall.  I know we need to open our economy back up and this may infringe on some of 
our personal freedoms we normally take for granted.  There is no one in this county that is more aware 
of or more protective of the freedoms we enjoy in this country than I.   
So, we have a choice to make.  Do you want to exercise those freedoms at the expense of closing the 
schools down again and locking down the nursing homes for an even longer period?  I would hope that 
you would agree that situation is not acceptable. 
You can respond to this posting in whatever negative or positive way you wish.  That is your right.  
However, I will not issue a reply.  This is my opinion only, and you can do with it what you want.  My only 
concern is for us to get back to a normal situation as soon as possible. 
County residents can find up-to-date coronavirus information and what to do if you are sick, testing, and 
information at dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus.  Those with local issues and questions are advised to contact 
the County Judge’s office at 325.453.2641. 


